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Received: January 10,2026 The Qur’an provides comprehensive guidance for human life,
Revised: January 31, 2026 ~ encompassing spiritual, ethical, legal, and social dimensions. However,
Accepted: February 18, understanding its messages requires a sound and systematic

2026 methodology in order to prevent misinterpretation and subjective
Online Version: March 14, readings. The science of Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir) therefore develops a
2026 set of principles that guide scholars in interpreting the meanings of the

Qur’an accurately and responsibly. Without adherence to these
methodological principles, interpretations may deviate from the
intended meaning of the revelation and lead to misunderstandings in
religious thought and practice. This study aims to examine several
fundamental principles used in Qur’anic interpretation, particularly
linguistic principles, shar 7 principles, asbab al-nuziil (occasions of
revelation), siyaq (textual context), and garinah (contextual indicators).
Linguistic principles focus on aspects of Arabic grammar, including
syntax (nahw) and morphology (sarf), which are essential for
understanding the structure and meaning of Qur’anic expressions.
Meanwhile, shar7 principles ensure that interpretations remain
consistent with the broader framework of Islamic teachings derived
from the Qur’an and Sunnah. The principles of asbab al-nuziil, sivagq,
and garinah help interpreters situate verses within their historical
circumstances and textual relationships, thereby clarifying their
intended meaning. This research employs a qualitative approach using
the method of library research. Data were collected from classical and
contemporary works on Qur’anic sciences, tafsir literature, and relevant
scholarly studies. The findings indicate that the integration of linguistic,
legal, and contextual principles is essential in producing balanced and
comprehensive interpretations of the Qur’an. By applying these
principles together, interpreters can better understand the depth of
Qur’anic meanings while maintaining methodological rigor and
interpretative responsibility.
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INTRODUCTION

The Qur’an is the sacred scripture of Islam and serves as the primary source of guidance
for Muslims in all aspects of life. As the divine revelation delivered to the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him), the Qur’an encompasses teachings related to faith (‘aqidah), worship
(‘ibadah), morality (akhlaq), and legal principles that regulate both individual and social life.
Because of its comprehensive nature, the Qur’an has continuously been studied, interpreted,
and contextualized by Muslim scholars across different historical periods. Contemporary
scholarship also emphasizes that the Qur’an functions not only as a theological text but also as
a moral and social guide that shapes Muslim civilization and intellectual traditions (Huda,
2021; Rahman, 2022; Saeed, 2020).

Nevertheless, understanding the meanings of the Qur’an requires a careful and systematic
interpretative methodology. The Qur’an contains linguistic subtleties, rhetorical expressions,
and contextual references that cannot always be understood solely through literal reading.
Scholars of Qur’anic studies have long argued that improper interpretation may lead to
misunderstanding or even distortion of the intended meaning of revelation. Therefore,
methodological discipline is essential in ensuring that interpretations remain faithful to the
original message of the Qur’an while responding to contemporary intellectual challenges
(Ismail & Abdullah, 2021; Zarkasyi, 2023).

Recent scholarly discussions also highlight a number of social realities related to the
interpretation of the Qur’an in the modern era. In many contemporary contexts, Qur’anic verses
are sometimes interpreted selectively to justify ideological, political, or social agendas. The
widespread access to digital religious content has further accelerated the circulation of
interpretations that may lack scholarly methodological grounding. As a result, there is an
increasing concern among scholars regarding the need to reinforce methodological awareness
in Qur’anic interpretation in order to prevent superficial or fragmented readings of the sacred
text (Saeed, 2020; Hasan, 2022; Yusuf, 2024).

Within the intellectual heritage of Islamic scholarship, Muslim scholars have formulated
a set of interpretative principles known as Qawa‘id al-Tafsir (principles of Qur’anic
interpretation). These principles function as methodological guidelines that assist interpreters in
deriving the intended meanings of Qur’anic verses systematically. According to Khalid bin
Uthman al-Sabt, Qawa‘id al-Tafsir represent general rules that guide exegetes in understanding
the Qur’an in a structured and consistent manner. These principles ensure that interpretations
remain grounded in the linguistic, theological, and legal frameworks of Islam (Rahman &
Karim, 2021; Abdullah, 2023).
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Similarly, contemporary Indonesian Qur’anic scholar M. Quraish Shihab emphasizes that
the interpretation of the Qur’an must be based on scholarly principles developed within the
Islamic intellectual tradition. Without such principles, interpretation may become subjective
and detached from the methodological foundations established by earlier scholars. Modern
research in Qur’anic studies also supports this view, noting that methodological awareness is
crucial in maintaining both academic rigor and theological integrity in Qur’anic interpretation
(Aziz, 2022; Sari & Munir, 2021).

Among the most important components of Qawa‘id al-Tafsir are linguistic principles
(qawa id lughawiyyah), which rely on the analysis of Arabic grammar, including syntax
(nahw) and morphology (sarf). Because the Qur’an was revealed in Arabic, understanding the
linguistic structure of the language is fundamental for interpreting its meanings correctly.
Linguistic analysis helps scholars identify the nuances of Qur’anic expressions, grammatical
relationships between words, and semantic implications that may influence interpretation
(Ismail & Abdullah, 2021; Karim, 2024).

In addition to linguistic principles, Qur’anic interpretation also relies on shar‘T principles,
which are closely related to the discipline of wusil al-figh. These principles ensure that
interpretations of the Qur’an remain consistent with the broader framework of Islamic law and
theology. Scholars emphasize that tafsir cannot be separated from the legal and doctrinal
dimensions of Islam, since many Qur’anic verses contain normative guidance related to ethical
conduct, social justice, and legal regulations (Rahman, 2022; Hasan, 2022).

Another important dimension of Qur’anic interpretation involves contextual principles,
including asbab al-nuziil (occasions of revelation), siydg (textual context), and garinah
(contextual indicators). These elements help interpreters understand the historical
circumstances in which a verse was revealed and its relationship with surrounding verses. By
examining these contextual factors, scholars can avoid misinterpretations that arise from
isolating verses from their historical or textual setting (Yusuf, 2024; Abdullah, 2023).

In the contemporary period, however, new trends in Qur’anic interpretation sometimes
emphasize either extreme textualism or excessive contextualism. Some approaches focus solely
on the literal wording of the text without considering historical context, while others prioritize
modern interpretations that may overlook classical methodological frameworks. This tension
illustrates the urgent need for an integrative interpretative approach that combines linguistic,
legal, and contextual principles in order to maintain both methodological rigor and
contemporary relevance (Saeed, 2020; Huda, 2021; Karim, 2024).

Based on this background, this study aims to analyze the integration of linguistic, sharT,
and contextual principles in Qur’anic interpretation. Using a qualitative approach through
library research, the study examines various classical and contemporary scholarly works related
to the principles of tafsir. The research is expected to contribute to strengthening the
methodological framework of Qur’anic interpretation so that it remains systematic,
comprehensive, and academically responsible. Furthermore, the findings of this study are
hoped to encourage deeper methodological awareness among scholars and students of Qur’anic
studies, thereby supporting more balanced and credible interpretations of the Qur’an in the
contemporary era (Aziz, 2022; Sari & Munir, 2021; Zarkasyi, 2023).

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research approach using a library research design, which
focuses on the systematic examination and interpretation of written sources relevant to the
research topic. Qualitative research is widely used in Islamic studies, particularly in the field of
Qur’anic interpretation, because it allows researchers to explore conceptual frameworks,
scholarly arguments, and textual meanings in depth. Library research is especially appropriate
for studies that analyze theoretical concepts and intellectual traditions rather than empirical
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field data. Through this approach, the researcher examines scholarly works, analyzes their
arguments, and synthesizes their findings in order to construct a comprehensive understanding
of the principles of Qur’anic interpretation (Sutrisno, 2021; Huda, 2022; Karim, 2024).

The primary data sources in this study consist of major scholarly works that discuss the
principles of Qur’anic interpretation, particularly the writings of M. Quraish Shihab and Khalid
bin Uthman al-Sabt, both of whom have made significant contributions to the discussion of
Qawa'id al-Tafsir. Their works provide important insights into methodological principles used
in interpreting the Qur’an within both classical and contemporary frameworks. In addition to
these primary sources, the study also utilizes secondary sources drawn from literature on “ulim
al-Qur’an, ustl al-figh, and relevant academic journal articles that address methodological
developments in Qur’anic studies. These diverse sources enable the researcher to examine the
topic from multiple scholarly perspectives and strengthen the theoretical foundation of the
research (Rahman & Karim, 2021; Aziz, 2022; Abdullah, 2023).

The data collection process in this research was carried out through documentation
techniques, which involve identifying, reviewing, and organizing relevant written materials.
The researcher systematically searched for books, journal articles, and academic publications
related to the principles of tafsir, especially those discussing linguistic, legal, and contextual
interpretative approaches. After collecting these sources, the materials were carefully examined
and classified according to thematic categories, such as linguistic principles (qawa‘id
lughawiyyah), sharT principles, and contextual principles including asbab al-nuzil, siyaq, and
qartnah. This classification process facilitates a structured analysis of the data and ensures that
the discussion remains focused on the research objectives (Sari & Munir, 2021; Yusuf, 2024).

The data analysis technique used in this study is a descriptive-analytical method, which
combines systematic description with critical analysis. Through this method, the researcher
first describes the conceptual framework of Qawa‘id al-Tafsir as presented in classical and
contemporary scholarship. Subsequently, the researcher analyzes how the principles of
linguistic, shar1, and contextual interpretation interact and complement one another in the
process of understanding Qur’anic verses. This analytical approach enables the study to not
only present theoretical concepts but also evaluate their relevance and integration within
contemporary Qur’anic interpretation studies (Ismail & Abdullah, 2021; Hasan, 2022; Karim,
2024).

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the integration of multiple interpretative principles in
order to achieve a comprehensive methodological framework for Qur’anic interpretation. By
examining the interaction between linguistic analysis, legal reasoning, and contextual
understanding, the research seeks to highlight the importance of methodological balance in
tafsir studies. Such integration prevents overly literal or overly contextual interpretations and
instead promotes a holistic approach grounded in classical scholarship while remaining
relevant to contemporary intellectual discourse. This methodological framework is expected to
contribute to the development of more systematic, responsible, and academically rigorous
approaches to Qur’anic interpretation (Huda, 2022; Abdullah, 2023; Yusuf, 2024).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Definition of Interpretation Rules

The word “kaidah” in Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia is defined as “a principal
formulation that serves as the basis of law, a particular rule, or a guideline for a proposition.”
In Arabic, the word qa‘idah (3x=&) means “foundation” or “basis” when associated with a
building, and it means “pillar” when connected with a tent. This meaning indicates that a
kaidah functions as the main foundation for something that stands or is built upon it.
Terminologically, scholars provide various definitions (M. Quraish Shihab, 2013). Syarif Ali
al-Jurjani, in his book At-Ta‘rifat, explains that “kaidah” is Wiijs g Ao Addaie IS Al
which means a general formulation that applies to all of its parts. Another definition states that
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a kaidah is 4 3a pSal e g o ety IS &s namely a general rule that serves as a guideline for
understanding more specific or detailed legal rulings (Emir S.K., 2022).

The word tafsir originates from the verb (1 — %& - % ), which means (&uill s FlUaY)
Al-lIdhah wa tabyin, that is, to explain and clarlfy something. This meaning corresponds with
its root word ( )usl\) which means (x4l Ca3& 5 43GY)), namely explanation and the uncovering
of something hidden (Haryono, 2021). Al-Jurjani explains that etymologically, tafsir means al-
kasyf (revealing) and al-idhhar (making something apparent). In general, the meaning of tafsir
in language includes terms such as al-idah (clarifying), al-bayan (explaining), al-kasyf
(uncovering), al-idhhar (showing), and al-ibanah (explaining clearly and explicitly) (Hakmi H.,
2025). Therefore, tafsir refers to the act of explaining and revealing something that is still
hidden. In this sense, tafsir can be understood as an effort to explain, clarify, and uncover the
meanings or messages contained within the verses of the Qur’an.

The term Kaidah-Kaidah Tafsir is a translation of the Arabic expression (Uil 2| g8),
which consists of two words: Qawa‘id and Al-Tafsir. The word Qawa‘id is the plural form of
ga‘idah (32=8), which etymologically means a base, principle, or foundation that serves as the
basis for constructing something (Jabal N., 2013). In this context, the term refers to a set of
general principles that serve as methodological foundations in understanding and interpreting
the meanings of the Qur’an.

One of the widely cited definitions of Qawa‘id al-Tafsir is provided by Khalid bin
Uthman al-Sabt: i adb.w‘ﬂ\ 4.\5.\5 A% yra g (,.\Lad\ u\)ﬂ\ ‘_fabu .L:Lu.\...u\ ‘_A\ P LLA g ‘;J\ A_JS]\ e\S;‘}f\

“general rules that serve as guidelines for deriving (istinbat) the meanings of the Noble Qur’an
and understanding the methods of applying those meanings.”

In Al-Mu‘jam al-Wasith, Ibrahim Anis explains that al-qa‘idah min al-bina’ asasuhu,
meaning that in the context of a building, a qa‘idah refers to its foundation. A similar
explanation is also presented by Al-Raghib al-Isfahani in Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an.
This meaning emphasizes that a kaidah functions as the main foundation upon which
something is built, including in the discipline of Qur’anic exegesis (Haryono, 2021). This
meaning is also consistent with the use of the word qawa‘id in Surah Al-Baqarah verse 127,
where Allah says:

@ Al gl Cif Gl T 0 &) il 5 il e 2 5al) 2 &5 4% 33 “(Remember) when Ibrahim
raised the foundations of the House together with Ismall (praying), ‘Our Lord, accept (this)
from us. Indeed, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.’”

The word al-qawa‘id in the verse means (WY Js=l), which refers to the basic
principles that serve as the main foundation. In short, in its linguistic sense, a kaidah means a
principle or foundation. Meanwhlle in its termmologlcal sense, a kaidah is defined as stated by
Khalid bin Uthman al-Sabt, 43534 2&&1 e 4 a%® K &% which means a general principle
that serves as a reference for understanding and determining specific rulings or their subsidiary
branches (Ahmad H.H., 2022).

Based on the definition of qawa‘id al-tafsir proposed by al-Sabt, it can be understood that
the principles of tafsir constitute a set of rules governing the methods and procedures used in
interpreting the Qur’an. These principles must be used as guidelines by a mufassir so that the
interpretation remains accurate, both in terms of its content and meaning. Without clear and
structured interpretative guidelines, a mufassir risks falling into errors when understanding
Qur’anic verses, which may ultimately produce negative consequences for the broader
community (Idrus, 2020).
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From this explanation, it can be concluded that the principles of tafsir are methodological
guidelines that assist mufassirs in exploring meanings and capturing the messages contained in
the Qur’an, while also clarifying parts of verses that may still be considered ambiguous
(musykil). This formulation emphasizes the importance of the principles of tafsir as a guide for
uncovering the meanings and wisdom embedded in the Qur’anic verses. These principles
function as boundaries to ensure that interpretation does not deviate from its proper course and,
at the same time, help deepen understanding and broaden intellectual insight into the contents
of the Qur’an (M. Fatih, 2024).

To study the science of tafsir in depth, a person requires several supporting disciplines,
including the principles of tafsir, which play an important role in assisting mufassirs in
understanding Qur’anic verses. In addition, mastery of the Arabic language is essential because
the Qur’an was revealed in that language. Equally important is an understanding of the science
of usul al-figh, which helps interpreters comprehend and explore the meanings and messages
contained in the Qur’an more effectively (Nomfiyati, Miftahuddin, 2020).

Characteristics of Qawa‘id Tafsir

Qawa‘id Tafsir possess several characteristics, among them; (1) Qawa‘id Tafsir are
formulated by scholars through an istiqra’iyyah (inductive) method. This means that these
principles did not emerge instantly but were developed through a long process of examining
Qur’anic verses. Scholars analyzed, studied, and categorized verses based on their themes and
discussions, and from these observations they derived general conclusions. These conclusions
were then formulated as principles to guide the understanding of Qur’anic verses; (2) Qawa‘id
Tafsir are aghlabiyyah in nature, meaning that these principles generally apply to the majority
of relevant verses but not absolutely to all of them. There are certain verses that serve as
exceptions to these principles. For example, the rule regarding amr (command) states that an
absolute command basically indicates an obligation to be carried out unless there is another
evidence that shifts it from the meaning of obligation. Thus, the principle applies to most
commands in the Qur’an. However, not all amr imply obligation; some may indicate
recommendations, permissibility, encouragement, or other meanings depending on the
accompanying evidence; (3) Qawa‘id Tafsir are formulated by utilizing various branches of
knowledge related to the Qur’an. These include Arabic linguistics, Ulimul Qur’an, Ushul Figh,
Qawa‘id Fighiyyah, and other relevant disciplines. Therefore, the principles of tafsir do not
stand independently but are formed through the integration of multiple fields of knowledge that
support the understanding of the Qur’an; (4) Qawa‘id Tafsir are closely related to the effort to
explain the meanings of the Qur’an and serve as tools in the process of istinbat. Through these
principles, a mufassir can formulate legal rulings, explore the contents of verses, and derive
appropriate conclusions from the Qur’anic text in accordance with sound methodological
principles (Fikri M., 2025).

The Urgency of Understanding Qawa‘id Tafsir; (1) Qawa‘id Tafsir have a very
significant role in understanding the Qur’an. These principles are useful in several aspects,
including; (2) Qawa‘id Tafsir function to correct and guide the interpretation and understanding
of Qur’anic verses, while also providing guidelines for the proper way of deriving and
establishing legal rulings from them. Every branch of knowledge has its own principles to
ensure its proper application and to prevent deviation. Similarly, the function of Qawa‘id Tafsir
in understanding the Qur’an is comparable to the role of linguistic rules (qawa‘id al-lughah) in
maintaining the correctness of language, so that a person avoids errors in understanding and
interpreting the meanings of Qur’anic verses; (3) Qawa‘id Tafsir also play an important role in
the process of selecting and performing tarjih among the diverse opinions of scholars. Through
these principles, one can evaluate and determine an appropriate position regarding differences
of opinion, making it possible to identify which views are more accurate and which are not in
accordance with the interpretative principles established by scholars.
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Lughawiyah Rules (Nahwu-Shorof)

In the book Al-Mabahits f1 ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, Manna al-Qattan explains several principles
that must be mastered by a mufassir. Among these are the principles of nahwu and sharaf,
which include an understanding of ma‘rifah and nakirah, mudzakkar and muannats, the forms
of mufrad, tasniyah, and jamak, the rules governing the reference of dhamir (pronouns), as well
as other linguistic regulations related to the interpretation of the Qur’an (Joko N., 2017).

From this explanation, it can be affirmed that the Arabic language plays a very important
role in understanding and interpreting the verses of the Qur’an. Mastery of Arabic enables a
mufassir to comprehend the meaning of verses accurately, to evaluate and select the strongest
opinion among various interpretations, and to facilitate the derivation of Islamic legal rulings,
which often rely heavily on linguistic analysis. Therefore, linguistic competence becomes one
of the fundamental requirements for scholars engaged in Qur’anic interpretation (Hapsah et al.,
2024).

In principle, however, the principles of tafsir that rely solely on linguistic analysis are not
sufficient if used as the only approach in interpreting the Qur’an. For this reason, linguistic
approaches must be complemented by other interpretative principles so that the resulting
interpretation becomes more complete, proportional, and comprehensive. The integration of
linguistic, contextual, and legal approaches is therefore essential in producing balanced
interpretations of Qur’anic verses. The following examples illustrate some linguistic principles
used in tafsir (Haryono, 2021).

Every letter (%) that is connected with fi‘il mudhari‘ (a verb indicating present or future
time) and is attributed to Allah must be understood as expressing affirmation, meaning truly or
indeed. The interpretative principle regarding this matter is expressed as: e "¥" CAEC K
Ll (388300 g8 i il ) 5l ¢ Ll “If the particle Qad is used with fi‘il mudhari® attributed
to Allah, then its meaning indicates affirmation and certainty.” When several dhamir
(pronouns) appear consecutively, they generally refer to the same antecedent. The
interpretative rule regarding this matter is: Gra)a ak o Jla¥i Hallall codlad 13, “When
pronouns occur consecutively, the basic principle is that they refer to the same reference.”

An example of the application of this interpretative rule can be found in the following
noble verse: () Saual3 3% 634545 HY T 535585 3o 4l 135 “so that you may believe in
Allah and His Messenger, support and honor him, and glorify Him with praises morning and
evening.” (QS. Al-Fath [48]: 9). All the dhamir or pronouns (3) that appear consecutively in the
verse refer to the word Allah. Linguistic principles such as the discussion of dhamir function to
protect the interpreter from linguistic errors while also helping to understand and interpret the
verses in a deeper and more balanced manner.

Sharia Principles

Sharia rules in interpretation are principles rooted in the discipline of ushul figh (Islamic
jurisprudence) and are used to understand the legal verses (ayat al-ahkam) in the Qur'an. These
rules serve as guidelines to ensure that interpretations remain in line with the objectives of
sharia (maqasid al-syari‘ah) and avoid subjectivity or conflict with other sharia evidence
(Ahmad F., 2021).

Understanding the terms in the principles of ushul figh is crucial, especially for exegetes.
Many verses must be carefully understood from a legal perspective. Determining and exploring
laws without a basis in ushul rules can undermine the foundation of understanding the Qur'an
and even demonstrate inaccuracy in its interpretation. The word ushul itself is the plural form
of ashl. Etymologically, ushul means root, origin, source, principal, basis, principle, parent,
center, beginning, something original, rule, or genealogy.
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Sharia principles are based on primary evidence, namely the Qur'an, As-Sunnah, [jma’,
Qiyas. Meanwhile, the principle of generality of wording, which is one of the most
fundamental sharia principles in interpretation, states: "The benchmark is the generality of the
wording, not the specificity of the cause." This means that the legal provisions contained in a
verse apply generally according to the sound and scope of its wording, even if the reason for
the revelation of the verse is specific or related to a particular event. However, restrictions on
the generality of meaning can only be made if there is another evidence that clearly and firmly
specifies it. Example Verse: QS. Al-Bagarah 183:

G585 2R 20 e ) e o U gl e o€l Gl (g g

This verse was revealed because of a special event, but the wording is general.
Therefore, the obligation to fast is not limited to the party who is the cause of the revelation of
the verse, but applies to all people who believe in the rule "The law applies generally as long as
there is no special argument". Sharia rules state: panasill 3y s aseall (2 saill & oVl "The
original law in the text is generally applicable until there is evidence that specifically specifies
it." An example in the Qur'an is the story of the cow of the Children of Israel, QS. Al-Baqarah:
67: a)m\}mmu\?ifhw\u\ujﬂw}aduab

Initially, the command to "slaughter a cow" was general because it used the form of
nakirah in the context of the command. This means that, in terms of meaning, any type of cow
was basically enough to carry out the command. However, because the Children of Israel
continued to ask questions, additional explanations were revealed that became qarinah
(limiters) through subsequent verses, namely QS. Al-Baqarah: 68 stating that it was neither old
nor young, QS. Al-Bagarah: 69 stating that it was bright yellow, and QS. Al-Baqarah: 71
stating that it was never used for plowing. Basically, the Sharia command is simple and
general. However, when there is qarinah in the form of additional information, the meaning
becomes more limited and specific.

Qarinah's Role in Limiting Publicity

Qarinah is an indication or contextual clue that shifts the meaning of a phrase from a
general to a moﬂre spemﬁc one. Example of a General Verse Limited by Qarinah: QS. An-Nisa:
3 glns ads i oL (a2 &1 Gl s ) ASHE “Marry (other) women of your choice: two, three, or
four.” This verse outwardly indicates the permissibility of marrying more than one wife.
However, the generality ¢ of this meaning is then limited by the presence of garinah found in the
same verse: 5338 | sl Vi e—\h @ “However, if you feel unable to act justly, then it is sufficient
to marry only one person." This means that this permission is not absolute, but is limited and
depends on the fulfillment of the conditions for acting justly and the function of the sharia rules
in interpretation.

Based on this explanation, it can be emphasized that the sharia rules in interpretation
have the function of; (1) maintaining the interpretation of legal verses so that they remain
within the boundaries of sharia; (2) determining whether a phrase must be understood in a
general scope or a specific meaning; (3) harmonizing the content of the verse with other
evidence, both from the Qur'an and the Sunnah; (4) preventing interpretations that are too rigid
textually or too free and go beyond the limits.

The rules of Asbabun-Nuzul, Siyaq, and Qarinah

The reasons for the revelation of Quranic verses are an important area of study in the
science of interpretation. According to M. Quraish Shihab, the reasons for the revelation of
Quranic verses are events that occurred during the period of Quranic revelation, approximately
twenty-two years, both before and after the revelation of a verse, as long as the verse's content
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relates to the event in question. He also explained that the Quran is eternal. Therefore, the
revelation of verses should not be understood merely as a temporary response to a specific
event, but as a revelation containing universal messages and values. The reasons for the
revelation of Quranic verses are crucial in interpreting the Quran. One will not achieve a proper
understanding or knowledge if one does not understand the history of the reasons for the
revelation of a verse. Understanding the reasons for the revelation of a verse is crucial to help
understand the context of the revelation of a verse (Kuswoyo, 2021). One example can be seen
in QS. AE—Taybah: 118: 5 . .
EENTVI e el ¥ 15k 5 aehall pgile Sdliay CaA) Ly G BT gl Sdlia 1Y A 15l (S0 A0 e 5
@D a0 S 5h a0 511535 e G
“As for three men who were left behind (and whose repentance was delayed) until the earth
seemed cramped for them, though it is spacious, and their souls cramped for them, and they
knew that there was no refuge from Allah except in Him, then Allah accepted their repentance
so that they would remain in their repentance. Indeed, Allah is the Acceptor of Repentance, the
Merciful.”

The verse describing the three companions who did not participate in the Battle of
Tabuk cannot be fully understood without understanding the historical context behind it.
However, the message of repentance contained within it remains general, relevant, and
applicable throughout time.

From this explanation, it can be understood that the asbab al-nuziil serves as a means to
uncover the historical background of a verse's revelation, so that its interpretation remains
relevant to the circumstances at the time of revelation. However, understanding the reason for a
verse's revelation is not intended to limit the scope of its meaning, but rather to clarify the
verse's purpose more accurately without diminishing the universal nature of the Qur'an.

In general, the importance of the asbab al-nuzill in understanding and interpreting the
Qur'an can be summarized as follows: (1) understanding the greatness and mercy of Allah in
the process of establishing law. It is known that one of the characteristics of establishing law in
Islam 1is that it is carried out in stages (tadrij). For example, the prohibition of wine is not
stipulated all at once, but begins with an explanation of its nature and impact, then in the last
verse its prohibition is emphasized. Without knowing the asbab al-nuztl and the order in which
the verses were revealed, a person will not be able to grasp the wisdom and breadth of Allah's
grace in establishing the Shari'a; (2) knowing asbab al-nuziil is one of the most appropriate
methods for understanding the meaning of the Al-Qur'an and uncovering the content implied in
a verse. Without an understanding of asbab al-nuziil, someone will experience difficulty in
interpreting the verse correctly and in depth; (3) Asbab al-nuzul explains to whom a verse was
revealed, so that the verse is not misinterpreted or directed at another party due to hatred or
certain conflicts: (4) If the wording of a verse is general and there is evidence that makes it
specific, then understanding Asbab al-nuzul helps explain that this specificity does not apply to
the context of the reason for the revelation of the verse, but to other things (Lalu M., 2021).

The word Siyaq is etymologically a form of the word saqga-yasiiqu, which means to lead
or carry (Syukraini, 2017). Siyaq is a benchmark used as a guideline to determine the speaker's
intended meaning through a series of words in a statement. According to A. Lafi Falah Al-
Muthiri, siyaq is a method for explaining the meaning of words or sentence structures in a
verse by paying attention to its context, while still paying attention to the relationship between
the verse and the verses before and after it, so that its meaning remains in its complete context
(Nurul, Tutik, 2021).

According to Dr. Al-Mutsanna Abdul Fattah Mahmud siyaq is

Jaiil 5 Uil (53 3 guaiall inal) (lay e guim sl Lgide alial | Al a1 JalalY) llod Lgaldaiil 5 ilaall gl
"The harmony and integration of meaning in the arrangement of the verses of the Qur'an which
are arranged in a coherent manner to emphasize the purpose to be conveyed, without any gaps
or breaks in meaning."
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The role of siyaq in the study of the Qur'an is crucial. Through siyaq, one can determine
the most appropriate meaning among the various possible meanings contained in a verse.
Furthermore, siyaq also serves to clarify a meaning that is still mujmal (global) until it becomes
mubayyan (clear), and helps refine a general meaning to make it more specific and focused.

Siyaq has six main functions in explaining the meaning of a verse: explaining
something that is still global, determining one meaning from several possible meanings,
strengthening an already clear meaning, specifying a general phrase (takhsis al-'am), limiting a
phrase that is still absolute, and providing variations in meaning according to context. These
six functions are then detailed in various rules of interpretation. Among them are that an
interpretation must not contradict the contextual meaning of the verse, context can narrow the
scope of a general phrase, and context also plays a role in determining the reference of third-
person pronouns (Syukraini, 2017).

Qur'anic Siyaq is generally classified into several types, including (Nurul, Tutik, 2021)
Ayat Siyaq, one example of which is seen in the interpretation of the word fazzan in Surah Ali
'Imran verse 159:

e bl Jj;w\)mmyg_\ld\hlc&sg_xﬁj “ad il ) (p Aad s ad)
{L).\E}\.d\g_m_um\ u\ m\‘;‘: JS}.\sg_m‘)c \J\A )AY\@?AJ}LNJHJJM\}
"So by the mercy of Allah, you (O Prophet Muhammad) are gentle with them. If you are harsh
and hard-hearted, they will surely distance themselves from around you. Therefore, forgive
them, ask forgiveness for them, and invite them to consult in important matters. When you have
made up your mind, then put your trust in Allah. Indeed, Allah loves those who put their trust in
Him."

The meaning of the word fazzan, when understood without considering siyaq,
encompasses all forms of violence, both verbally and in the heart. However, when examined
based on the siyaq in the verse, its meaning becomes more specific, namely harshness in
speech only. This is because in the same verse, Allah SWT also mentions the term ghaliz al-
qalb, which indicates hardness of heart, so the two terms have different meanings depending on
the context.

The siyaq magqta‘ (part) of a verse is the context related to the sections discussed in a
series of verses that share the same direction and theme. Muhammad Abdullah Draz likened
the relationship between one maqta‘ (part) of a verse to the others to the relationship between
rooms in a building; each is interconnected and inseparable from the overall structure (Nurul,
Tutik, 2021). This type of siyaq is then divided into two forms: a single fragment within a
single surah (chapter), and several fragments within a single surah. An example of siyaq maqta'
can be found in the verse about divorce in Surah Al-Bagarah verse 229.

DAl K555 31 g e il Thoa S
"Talaq (which can be referred to) is done twice. (After that the husband can) withhold
(reconcile) in an appropriate manner or release (divorce) properly."

This verse describes a divorce (talaq) pronounced by a husband to his wife. The verse
mentions two divorces, but it is not clear which divorce cannot be reversed. A comprehensive
understanding of the law of divorce in this verse can be obtained by considering its siyaq,
namely by referring to the explanation of the following verse, namely Surah Al-Baqgarah verse
230. Muhammad al-Amin al-Shinqiti, in his tafsir, explains that the verse explains that if a
husband has pronounced divorce twice on his wife, then he pronounces it a third time, then the
third divorce cannot be reversed. Through understanding using the siyaq approach, the verse's
content can be understood comprehensively, namely by examining the relationship between the
fragments of verses 229 and 230.

Furthermore, the siyaq of the surah involves viewing a surah as a whole, interconnected
from the beginning, middle, and end, so that each verse is understood within the framework of

the surah's overarching theme. One example can be found in Surah As-Saffat verse 158..
ww*\m‘m Nl T sl s Ak 13l
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The verse states that the jinn will be gathered on the Day of Judgment. However, the
question arises: is the presence (ihdar) of the jinn intended to receive punishment or merely to
witness the reckoning? Al-Tabari, in his commentary, argues that the stronger meaning is that
the jinn are brought to be tormented, not merely to witness the reckoning of deeds. This
interpretation is supported by the siyaq of the entire surah, as every verse that uses the word
ihdar is in the context of discussing the jinn who will receive punishment.

Furthermore, Ahmad Sarwat also emphasized that the verse in Surah As-Saffat, verse
158, is more accurately understood in harmony with the other verses in the surah (Nurul, Tutik,
2021). As in Surah As-Saffat, verse 57, Allah says:, @ &iyasdll G E&T 35 4233 Y313 Then in
Surah As-Saffat 127 Allah SWT says: @ &3 xadal aié s 55

Many elements serve as the basis for establishing siyaq. Among the most important is a
valid narration with a chain of transmission to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) or
his companions, as this narration can clarify the position and meaning of a verse. Furthermore,
establishing siyaq can also be based on linguistic rules derived from the Qur'an, considerations
of reason and reality, and the atmosphere or context contained within the verse itself. Thus,
siyaq plays a crucial role in determining the most appropriate meaning of a word in the Qur'an.
Understanding the context of a verse, its parts, and the entire surah will help interpreters avoid
fragmented interpretations and ensure that the established meaning remains in line with the
overall structure and purpose of the verse (Nurul, Tutik, 2021).

Then there is qarinah, derived from the root word qa-ra-na, which means to combine or
link something with another. Terminologically, the term garinah is used in various scientific
disciplines, such as the science of balaghah, ul figh, tafsir, hadith, and others. Basically,
garinah functions to show the relationship between two things and helps clarify the position or
meaning of an issue (Ruzman, 2008).

Al-Namla explains that qarinah is an indication that functions to move understanding
from the external meaning (zahir) to another meaning that was previously considered weaker or
not dominant. In other research, it is stated that qarinah is a relationship between textually
visible meaning and hidden meaning. This relationship then gives birth to a certain
understanding of the Al-Qur'an text. From these two definitions, it can be generally concluded
that qarinah is a guide that functions to direct the meaning of a literal or zahir text to another
meaning that is more appropriate according to the context (Aulanni'am, Andi, 2021). Qarinah
in the interpretation of the Qur'an plays a role as a context guide that helps clarify the meaning
of a verse, and can even determine the provisions of Sharia law in the form of commands and
prohibitions. Numerous examples in the Qur'an demonstrate how qarinah serves to prevent
misunderstandings in the meaning of verses (Aulanni'am, Andi, 2021).

The existence of garinah in Qur'anic interpretation emphasizes that the meaning of a
phrase does not always have to be understood literally. Qarinah acts as a guide, directing the
interpreter's understanding to the meaning that best aligns with the objectives of sharia, so that
the interpretation and legal determination remain in line with the intent and purpose of the
Qur'an. One example of the use of garinah in the Qur'an can be seen in Surah Al-Baqarah,
verse 228.

Jﬂbﬂhwyusu‘u@-ﬁb)‘@““‘dhuum&u‘u@dmyjcj)ﬁmue-w\-'u@ﬂ‘—‘ﬂu‘}
#0355 Gatle Jaslly a3l Ggdle ¢l Jha G AN 15350 ) &l (A iy Gal il PY‘
HSa e

On the surface, the verse appears to indicate a balance of rights and obligations between
husband and wife. However, the phrase "wa lil-rijali ‘alaihinna darajah" serves as a
clarification that guides and limits this literal understanding. With this clarification, the verse's
meaning is understood more proportionally, in accordance with the provisions and
responsibilities established in sharia.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the discussion above, it can be concluded that the principles of tafsir serve as
essential guidelines in understanding and interpreting the Qur’an in order to avoid
misinterpretation of its meanings. These principles were formulated by Muslim scholars
through extensive and systematic studies of the Qur’anic text as well as the broader intellectual
tradition of Islamic scholarship. Through these methodological rules, interpreters are able to
explore the messages, teachings, and legal implications contained within the verses of the
Qur’an in a structured and disciplined manner. Thus, the principles of tafsir function as a
foundational framework that guides scholars in uncovering the deeper meanings and wisdom
embedded in the Qur’anic revelation.

Among the important components of these principles are linguistic principles (qawa‘id
lughawiyyah), which assist interpreters in understanding the meanings of Qur’anic verses from
the perspective of the Arabic language. This includes knowledge of nahwu (syntax) and sharaf
(morphology), which help clarify grammatical structures, word forms, and semantic
relationships within the text. In addition, shar‘T principles play a crucial role in ensuring that
interpretations remain consistent with the broader framework of Islamic law and theology. At
the same time, contextual principles such as asbab al-nuzil, siyaq, and qarinah contribute to
explaining the circumstances surrounding the revelation of verses, the relationships between
different passages, and the contextual clues that accompany particular meanings.

By applying all these principles in an integrated manner, the interpretation of the
Qur’an can be carried out in a way that is more accurate, comprehensive, and methodologically
responsible. Such integration allows interpreters to balance linguistic analysis, legal reasoning,
and contextual understanding when examining Qur’anic verses. Therefore, mastery of the
principles of tafsir is extremely important for anyone who seeks to understand the Qur’an
correctly and deeply, as these principles provide the intellectual tools necessary to approach the
sacred text with both scholarly rigor and interpretative responsibility.
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