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2025 problem of how artificial intelligence (Al) is utilized in digital tafsir
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22,2025 classical exegesis. The research aims to describe the forms and

mechanisms of Al-based Qur’anic interpretation, analyze its potential,
advantages, and limitations, examine its epistemological and
methodological implications, and provide a critical perspective on its
position within contemporary tafsir studies. Employing a qualitative
explorative approach, this research uses a literature-based methodology
supported by technological sources and content analysis of Al-driven
tafsir platforms. The data consist of selected scholarly works on digital
tafsir, theoretical studies on Al, and textual materials from Qur’anic
interpretation applications enhanced by Al. The findings indicate that
Al enables structured, accessible, and dynamic interpretive outputs
while simultaneously raising challenges regarding authenticity,
contextual depth, and the preservation of interpretive authority.
Surprisingly, the study reveals that Al not only functions as a
supportive tool but also emerges as an epistemic actor that reshapes the
interpretive landscape. This research contributes theoretically by
broadening the discourse on tafsir in the digital era and practically by
offering insights for scholars, educators, and developers of tafsir
platforms. While the study is limited to conceptual and textual analyses,
it opens pathways for further empirical research on user reception and
ethical frameworks in Al-driven Qur’anic interpretation.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid development of digital technology in recent decades has significantly
transformed various aspects of human life, including the field of Islamic studies (Ista & lIsta,
2024; Isti’ana, 2024; Sari dkk., 2023). One of the remarkable breakthroughs in this regard is
the utilization of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in applications related to religious scholarship,
particularly Qur’anic exegesis. Traditionally, Qur’anic interpretation has been conducted
through classical methodologies based on sanad, linguistic analysis, and historical context
(Fitriono, 2025; Nurhidayati dkk., 2025; Toyyib dkk., 2025). However, a new form has
emerged in the digital era, namely digital exegesis produced through Al-based platforms and
applications. This innovation offers greater accessibility, faster analysis, and personalized
engagement for users in understanding the Qur’an. Nevertheless, alongside these opportunities,
critical challenges arise concerning interpretive authority, scholarly validity, and the risk of
reducing the Qur’an’s profound meanings when sacred texts are interpreted by machines. The
lack of comprehensive research examining how Al functions in digital tafsir and its
implications for classical exegetical methodology highlights the urgency of this study. The
central problem addressed is how the use of Artificial Intelligence in digital tafsir influences
authority, methodology, and validity in Qur’anic interpretation.

The involvement of Al in Qur’anic exegesis has been discussed in a growing body of
literature that addresses digital religion, modern hermeneutics, and the use of technology in
sacred text studies. Previous studies generally emphasized the role of digitalization in
improving access to tafsir literature and expanding the scope of academic inquiry. However,
such research has mainly focused on digitizing texts and disseminating Islamic literature
through online platforms, without providing an in-depth analysis of how Al generates Qur’anic
interpretations. From the perspectives of contemporary tafsir theory, digital hermeneutics, and
classical epistemology, there remains no comprehensive answer regarding how Al maintains
the validity, authority, and integrity of exegesis (Bisri, 2025; Wildan, 2025). This academic gap
indicates the significance of conducting a study that directly examines Al-driven Qur’anic
interpretation. Thus, the connection between the rapid development of technology and the
limitations of existing literature underlines the necessity of a more critical and focused
scholarly analysis.

Based on the issues outlined above, this study aims to achieve several objectives. First, it
seeks to describe the form and mechanism of Al-based Qur’anic exegesis applications in a
systematic manner. Second, it intends to analyze the potential, strengths, and limitations of
Artificial Intelligence in the process of Qur’anic interpretation. Third, it aims to explore the
epistemological and methodological implications of employing Al in digital tafsir, particularly
in relation to the classical exegetical tradition. Fourth, the study aspires to present a critical
perspective on the position of Al-driven tafsir within the framework of contemporary Qur’anic
studies. By pursuing these objectives, this research seeks to contribute significantly to
academic discourse and to open a dialogue between traditional exegetical methodologies and
modern technological developments, thereby fostering a more comprehensive understanding of
digital tafsir.
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The importance of this research lies in the urgent need to balance the opportunities and
challenges posed by Artificial Intelligence in Qur’anic interpretation. Considering the fact that
Al has entered the realm of religious practice and that scholarly investigations into its
epistemological implications remain limited, this study is both timely and relevant. Its
objectives, which focus on description, analysis, and critical assessment of Al-based digital
tafsir, aim to provide a more proportional understanding of its place within the broader
exegetical tradition. Furthermore, this research seeks to fill an academic gap by addressing
unresolved questions regarding validity, authority, and methodology in the context of Al-
driven exegesis. Thus, this study is not only exploratory but also contributes meaningfully to
contemporary tafsir discourse, particularly in addressing the challenges of integrating Qur’anic
scholarship with digital technology.

Digital tafsir refers to the development of Qur’anic interpretation methodologies that
utilize information technology, particularly digital tools, to present, access, and analyze the
interpretation of Qur’anic verses (Abidi dkk., 2025; Dahnial, 2024; Putra, 2024). This concept
emerged in response to the modern demand for quick, practical, and broad access to exegetical
literature. Digital tafsir is not limited to the conversion of printed texts into digital formats but
also involves the use of software, applications, and algorithms to assist users in comprehending
Qur’anic meanings. Its emergence reflects a paradigm shift from conventional tafsir, which
typically requires specific time, place, and resources, toward more adaptive forms aligned with
technological advancement. Within this framework, digital tafsir represents an integration
between Islamic scholarly tradition and modern innovation. Therefore, digital tafsir may be
defined as the process of Qur’anic interpretation supported by digital media to expand
accessibility, accelerate dissemination, and provide alternative methodologies in contemporary
tafsir studies (Jafar dkk., 2025; Zakiyyah, 2024).

The manifestations of digital tafsir can be observed in various forms, ranging from
mobile applications and tafsir websites to Al-based platforms. In its initial stages, digital tafsir
emerged through the digitization of classical tafsir works that were later published as PDFs or
e-books, making them more accessible to the wider public. The next stage produced interactive
applications that allow keyword searches, verse-to-tafsir matching, and thematic connections
across the Qur’an. The introduction of artificial intelligence added a new dimension, where
digital tafsir is no longer limited to text presentation but also includes automated analysis
generated by algorithms. This innovation creates tafsir that is more dynamic, personalized, and
efficient. However, its manifestations also spark debates regarding interpretive authority, as
technological involvement in interpretation may reduce the role of scholars and mufassir. Thus,
digital tafsir can be categorized as a spectrum ranging from simple digitization to Al-driven
exegetical systems.

Acrtificial Intelligence (Al) is defined as a branch of computer science concerned with
creating intelligent systems capable of performing tasks that normally require human
intelligence (Kushariyadi dkk., 2024; Rifky dkk., 2024a; Widjaja, 2022a). This concept
encompasses a machine’s ability to learn, process language, recognize patterns, and make
decisions based on data. Generally, Al is classified into two major categories: weak Al, which
performs specific tasks, and strong Al, projected to replicate the full cognitive abilities of
humans (Mahendra dkk., 2024; Rifky dkk., 2024b; Widjaja, 2022b). In academia, Al has been
applied across various fields, including medicine, economics, education, and more recently,
religious studies. Within the context of this research, Al refers to the use of computational
algorithms—particularly Natural Language Processing (NLP) and machine learning—to
process Qur’anic texts and tafsir literature, producing outputs in the form of interpretations or
explanations of verses according to recognized patterns. Thus, Al functions as the central
technology shaping the emergence of modern digital tafsir.
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The manifestations of Artificial Intelligence can be found in diverse applications that
integrate machine learning, natural language processing, and large-scale data analysis. In the
religious domain, Al supports digitalization of sacred texts, semantic analysis of verses, and the
development of tafsir applications capable of instantly responding to user queries (Mauluddin,
2024). Within digital tafsir, Al can be categorized into systems such as keyword-based Qur’an
search engines, thematic classification algorithms, and generative models that construct
interpretations from existing tafsir databases. These manifestations demonstrate Al’s role as a
digital assistant for Muslims seeking to understand the Qur’an, even though limitations remain
regarding contextual depth and sensitivity to religious nuances. Hence, Al in digital tafsir may
be classified along varying levels of capability, from technical assistance tools to semi-
interpretive systems that attempt to present verse meanings through algorithmic processes.

The Qur’an is the holy scripture of Islam, believed to be the word of God revealed to
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) through the Angel Gabriel in the Arabic language
(Hamid, 2022; Ramadhan & Kurniawan, 2025). It serves as a comprehensive guide
encompassing faith, law, and morality for humanity. In Islamic tradition, the Qur’an is
regarded as the primary source of law, moral principles, and epistemological foundation for
knowledge development. Conceptually, the Qur’an is not confined to its textual form but also
includes the meanings and wisdom contained within it. Hence, understanding the Qur’an
requires comprehensive methodological approaches, most notably tafsir. With technological
progress, Qur’anic studies have entered a new phase in which the scripture is presented
digitally to improve accessibility. Nonetheless, such digitalization must be accompanied by
theological awareness that the Qur’an is divine revelation and cannot be reduced merely to
computational objects.

The manifestations of the Qur’an in Islamic scholarly tradition appear in textual, oral,
and digital forms. Textually, the Qur’an is preserved in printed mushafs that remain the
standard for reading and memorization. Orally, it is manifested through recitation, gira’at, and
memorization practices that ensure the continuity of revelation across generations. With
technological advancements, the Qur’an also manifests in digital formats such as electronic
mushaf applications, tajwid learning software, and Al-based tafsir platforms. These
manifestations illustrate the Qur’an’s flexible modes of presentation while retaining its sacred
essence. Therefore, the categorization of Qur’anic manifestations includes printed mushaf, oral
traditions, and digital representations, each serving unique roles in preserving, transmitting, and
deepening engagement with the divine word. This highlights that despite changes in medium,
the Qur’an’s status as divine revelation remains irreplaceable.

RESEARCH METHOD

The object of this research is the phenomenon of how digital technology, particularly
Artificial Intelligence (Al), has transformed various aspects of human life, including Islamic
scholarship. Traditionally, Qur’anic exegesis was carried out using classical methodologies
rooted in sanad, linguistic analysis, and historical context. However, the emergence of digital
tafsir through Al-based applications and platforms has introduced a new paradigm. This
development brings opportunities such as wider accessibility, faster analysis, and personalized
engagement with the Qur’anic text. At the same time, it raises significant epistemological
challenges related to interpretive authority, scholarly validity, and the potential reduction of
meaning when sacred texts are processed by machines. Despite its growing relevance, there is
still a lack of comprehensive research that critically examines how Al functions in digital tafsir
applications and its implications for traditional exegetical methodologies. The central problem
addressed by this research is how the use of Artificial Intelligence in digital tafsir influences
authority, methodology, and validity in Qur’anic interpretation. This object of inquiry
underpins the urgency and direction of the study.
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This study employs a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) as its primary research design.
SLR is a structured and rigorous approach to literature review that allows the researcher to
systematically identify, assess, and synthesize findings from relevant studies. The primary data
for this research consist of scholarly works and studies addressing digital technology, the role
of Al, and its implications for Islamic scholarship, particularly Qur’anic exegesis. These
include journal articles, academic books, and published research focusing on digital tafsir and
Al in religion. Secondary data are obtained from supporting literature, such as classical tafsir
works, studies on hermeneutics, and references on digital religion. This dual use of primary and
secondary data ensures that the analysis is both comprehensive and well contextualized. By
adopting the SLR method, the study aims to provide a balanced synthesis of existing
knowledge while minimizing bias, making it possible to derive academically robust insights
into the phenomenon under investigation.

The research is grounded in several theoretical frameworks that serve as the foundation
for data analysis and interpretation. Contemporary Tafsir Theory explains the shift from
traditional exegetical methodologies toward modern, technology-influenced approaches,
highlighting the role of digitalization. Digital Hermeneutics provides a lens for understanding
how sacred texts are interpreted through digital platforms and algorithms. Digital Religion
Studies is also employed to analyze the integration of religion and technology, particularly how
religious practices and scholarship transform within the digital space. Additionally, Artificial
Intelligence Theory, especially concepts of machine learning and natural language processing
(NLP), is essential in explaining the technical mechanisms by which Al processes Qur’anic
texts and generates interpretive outputs. Finally, the Epistemology of Qur’anic Exegesis is used
to assess the validity, authenticity, and authority of Al-based tafsir in comparison with
interpretations rooted in sanad, riwayat, and classical ijtihad. These theoretical perspectives
collectively provide a comprehensive basis for evaluating the phenomenon under study.

The research procedure follows the established stages of Systematic Literature Review
(SLR), ensuring transparency and rigor throughout the process. The first stage involves
formulating precise and focused research questions that address the objectives of the study.
Next, a review protocol is developed, including detailed search strategies, inclusion and
exclusion criteria, and methods for data extraction and analysis. Data collection is conducted
by searching multiple electronic databases and repositories using carefully selected keywords
such as “Digital Tafsir,” “Artificial Intelligence,” and “Qur’an.” Once relevant literature is
identified, the quality of each study is critically appraised using standardized assessment tools.
The subsequent step involves extracting key data and organizing them systematically to
facilitate synthesis. Finally, the researcher performs an integrative analysis to highlight
significant patterns, similarities, and differences across the studies. This structured procedure
ensures that the findings are reliable and minimize potential bias.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The literature review on Digital Tafsir highlights the emergence of a new paradigm in
Qur’anic studies that utilizes technological platforms to facilitate access and engagement.
Various studies document the development of digital applications, online tafsir databases, and
interactive platforms that allow users to explore multiple interpretations of the Qur’an in real
time. These resources range from digitized versions of classical tafsir works to modern
applications that integrate multimedia features such as audio, video, and hyperlinked
commentaries. The availability of digital tafsir resources is consistently emphasized as a
response to the increasing demand for accessible religious knowledge in the digital era.

Further examination of the literature indicates that Digital Tafsir is not merely a
digitalization of traditional works but also involves innovation in how tafsir is accessed and
presented. Researchers note that platforms often provide search engines, keyword indexing,
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and thematic categorization to help users navigate through vast tafsir materials efficiently.
Additionally, some applications incorporate user-friendly interfaces and personalized study
tools, enabling both scholars and laypeople to interact with the Qur’an’s meanings at different
levels of depth. The literature also highlights the global reach of these platforms, which
transcend geographical and linguistic barriers.

The reviewed studies reveal that while Digital Tafsir expands accessibility and user
engagement, it also intersects with the research problem concerning authority, methodology,
and validity of interpretation. The digital medium changes the dynamics of how tafsir is
consumed, raising questions about the reliability of sources, the qualifications of digital content
curators, and the extent to which technological mediation influences interpretative authenticity.
These aspects demonstrate a close relationship between the descriptive data of Digital Tafsir
and the broader epistemological challenges identified in this study.

The literature on Artificial Intelligence (Al) provides insights into its definition,
development, and applications in various domains, including religious studies. A significant
portion of the reviewed works outlines AI’s ability to process large datasets through machine
learning, natural language processing, and semantic analysis. In the context of Qur’anic
studies, several recent sources highlight the use of Al-powered platforms that can translate,
categorize, and even generate interpretative content related to the Qur’an. These studies
underline Al as a transformative tool that can handle complex textual data with unprecedented
speed and efficiency.

Explanations derived from the reviewed literature suggest that Al in Qur’anic
interpretation is primarily manifested in tools that automate tasks such as keyword recognition,
contextual mapping, and multilingual translation. Scholars highlight how Al can support
researchers by providing data-driven insights into thematic patterns, intertextual references, and
linguistic variations within the Qur’an. Several sources also emphasize AI’s role in offering
personalized interpretative suggestions, which adapt to user preferences or learning objectives.
The reviewed literature points to both the technological sophistication of these applications and
their growing influence in shaping religious knowledge consumption.

The data from Al-related studies connect directly to the research problem by illustrating
how the integration of Al into Qur’anic tafsir introduces epistemological and methodological
implications. While Al enhances accessibility and analytical precision, the reviewed literature
notes uncertainties regarding the interpretative authority of machine-generated content and its
alignment with classical tafsir methodologies. These connections show that Al not only
provides opportunities for innovation but also amplifies the challenges of maintaining validity
and safeguarding the authenticity of Qur’anic interpretation in the digital age.

The literature on the Qur’an consistently affirms its position as the central and sacred text
of Islam, regarded as divine revelation and ultimate guidance for Muslims. Sources emphasize
its linguistic, theological, and historical dimensions, along with the interpretative traditions that
have evolved around it. Scholarly works highlight that the Qur’an has been the subject of
extensive exegesis, ranging from early tafsir bi al-riwayah (narrative-based exegesis) to tafsir
bi al-ra’y (opinion-based exegesis), and more contemporary thematic or contextual approaches.
Literature also shows that the Qur’an continues to be studied within diverse frameworks that
address both traditional and modern contexts.

Explanatory accounts from the reviewed literature suggest that the Qur’an’s interpretative
richness lies in its multidimensional engagement with linguistic subtleties, theological
doctrines, and socio-historical contexts. Several sources detail the layered nature of Qur’anic
interpretation, where classical methodologies relied heavily on Arabic grammar, hadith
transmission, and juristic reasoning. In contrast, modern approaches tend to incorporate
interdisciplinary perspectives, including sociology, psychology, and digital humanities. These
insights indicate the continuity of interpretative tradition while simultaneously adapting to new
intellectual and technological contexts.
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The findings from Qur’an-related literature establish a link to the research problem by

situating Al-driven tafsir within the broader history of Qur’anic interpretation. While the
Qur’an has always been subject to evolving methodologies, the incorporation of Al represents
a significant transformation that raises fundamental questions about the boundaries of
interpretation, authority, and epistemology. The reviewed data underline that the challenge lies
in reconciling technological mediation with the enduring principles of tafsir, thereby directly
aligning with the central issues of this research.

Table 1. Research Findings

No. Research Objective Findings

1  Todescribe the forms Al-driven tafsir applications operate through algorithms that
and mechanisms of structure textual analysis, semantic recognition, and
Al-based  Qur’anic contextual suggestion. These mechanisms allow users to
interpretation access interpretations in multiple layers—Iliteral, thematic,
applications and comparative—while offering interactive features such

as search functions, audio integration, and cross-references
to classical tafsir sources.

2 To analyze the The potential of Al lies in its ability to process large
potential, advantages, datasets efficiently, provide multilingual accessibility, and
and limitations of Al enhance user engagement with Qur’anic texts. Its
in Qur’anic advantages include speed, interactivity, and the
interpretation democratization of access to tafsir. However, limitations

persist in areas such as the lack of spiritual depth,
insufficient contextual sensitivity, and risks of over-reliance
on algorithmic authority in matters of faith and
hermeneutics.

3 To examine the Epistemologically, Al introduces a shift from interpretive
epistemological and authority rooted in scholarly expertise to machine-generated
methodological analysis, raising questions of authenticity and legitimacy.
implications of Al in Methodologically, Al emphasizes data-driven approaches
digital tafsir that differ from traditional hermeneutics grounded in
compared with linguistic mastery, historical context, and spiritual insight.
classical tafsir This creates both opportunities for innovation and
traditions challenges for preserving the integrity of tafsir.

4  To provide a critical Al-based tafsir occupies a transitional position in

perspective on the
position of Al-based
digital tafsir within
contemporary  tafsir
studies

contemporary scholarship: it is neither a replacement for
classical exegesis nor a mere technological supplement.
Instead, it emerges as a hybrid model that reshapes the
landscape of Qur’anic interpretation. This positioning
highlights the need for a critical framework that balances
innovation with tradition, ensuring that Al serves as a tool
for knowledge facilitation rather than an authoritative voice
in matters of faith.

The findings of this study reveal that digital exegesis has evolved into a distinct field

within Qur’anic studies, characterized by the integration of technological tools, particularly
artificial intelligence, into interpretive practices. The analysis demonstrates that Al-based
applications in tafsir provide new mechanisms for text processing, semantic analysis, and user-
oriented customization. These developments reflect a shift from traditional methodologies
toward more accessible and interactive interpretive models, though they remain closely tied to
the core objectives of Qur’anic exegesis.
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When compared with previous studies, this research highlights a unique focus on the
epistemological and methodological dimensions of Al in Qur’anic exegesis, an area that earlier
literature often overlooked. Prior works on digital tafsir largely emphasized technological
descriptions or general accessibility benefits, whereas this study critically examines the
implications for interpretive authority and validity. Such a comparative perspective
demonstrates the added value of this research, positioning it as a more comprehensive
contribution to contemporary discourse on digital religion and Qur’anic interpretation.

The results further suggest that Al-driven tafsir platforms not only offer technical
advantages but also serve as indicators of broader transformations within Islamic scholarship.
By uncovering the potentials and limitations of Al in Qur’anic exegesis, this study reflects how
Islamic interpretive traditions are negotiating with modern technologies. This reflection
underscores the utility of the research in bridging traditional interpretive frameworks with
contemporary demands for speed, accessibility, and personalization in religious studies.

The implications of these findings are multifold. On an academic level, they contribute to
the development of tafsir studies by expanding the methodological discourse to include digital
and Al-driven approaches. Practically, they provide a critical foundation for evaluating existing
Al applications in Qur’anic exegesis, informing both developers and users about the potentials
and risks involved. More broadly, the results have implications for Islamic education and
digital literacy, encouraging the integration of Al responsibly in religious pedagogy while
safeguarding epistemological integrity.

The reason why the results point toward both opportunities and challenges lies in the dual
nature of Al itself. While its algorithmic capabilities enable faster and broader access to
Qur’anic interpretations, the absence of human hermeneutical judgment raises questions of
depth, contextual nuance, and interpretive authority. This tension reflects the fundamental
epistemological divide between machine-based processing and human scholarship, explaining
why Al cannot fully replicate the interpretive richness of traditional tafsir.

Based on these findings, it is essential to adopt a cautious yet innovative stance toward
Al in Qur’anic exegesis. Actions that need to be taken include developing hybrid models where
Al serves as a supportive tool rather than a replacement for human scholarship, establishing
ethical guidelines for digital tafsir platforms, and fostering collaborations between Islamic
scholars and technologists. These measures would ensure that Al contributes positively to the
field of tafsir without undermining its scholarly rigor or spiritual depth.

CONCLUSION

This study reveals a striking and perhaps unexpected finding: artificial intelligence, a
technology often perceived as detached from spiritual and textual traditions, has begun to play
a concrete role in shaping contemporary approaches to Qur’anic exegesis. The integration of Al
into digital tafsir platforms is not merely a matter of technological innovation but represents a
profound epistemological shift. It demonstrates that sacred interpretation, traditionally bound
by human scholarship and hermeneutical nuance, can now be partially mediated through
algorithmic processes, creating both new opportunities and new tensions in the field of Islamic
studies.

The contribution of this research lies in its dual value—both theoretical and practical.
Theoretically, it expands the discourse of tafsir studies by introducing Al not only as a tool but
also as an epistemic actor that redefines the boundaries of interpretation. Practically, the study
provides critical insights for developers of digital tafsir applications, educators in Islamic
institutions, and scholars seeking to balance tradition with innovation. By situating Al within
the continuum of interpretive practices, this research enriches the academic understanding of
digital religion while also guiding real-world applications of Qur’anic exegesis in the digital
age.

Page | 65



JOIS: Journal of Islamic Studies

Despite its contributions, this study recognizes certain limitations that should be seen as
opportunities for further inquiry. The focus on conceptual and methodological analysis, while
illuminating, does not encompass empirical evaluations of user engagement or long-term
impacts on religious authority. Future research may therefore explore how Al-driven tafsir
platforms are received in diverse Muslim communities, how they influence interpretive
authority, and how ethical frameworks can be designed to safeguard their use. These directions
open promising avenues for continued exploration of the dynamic relationship between Al and
Qur’anic interpretation.
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